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BELOVED PRESIDENT FARNHAM, 


As I have been appointed to the charge of the present emi- . 
grating company, and as the time for our — draws nigh, and 
my voice will soon cease to be heard in this Colony bearing record to 
the truth of the great work of the last days, I have concluded, in 
case it meet with your ap robation, to leave a few ‘lines-ia the 
columns of faithful “ W 


avchman,” hoping they map. | 
little worth e Saints who may in upon :this- andy 
to many who have not yet known the truth: To the Saints 1 would 
say, beloved Brethren and Sisters, the gospel which -you have em- 

braced, and in which you are now rejoicing, is that which if rightly 
understood, and your lives are ordered ggcording to its requirements; 
will save and exalt you eternally in the heavens with the 

and patriarchs of old, and also with those who have lived are 
still living upon the earth in your day. This you believe or you 
would not have embraced it ; yon have also learnt that it is neces 

for all Saints to live by every word that proceedeth out of the a 
of God. The great work of the “ dispensation of the -fulness of 
times ’’ is not to be trifled with, it requires on our part an exertion of 
no small moment. The poor apd the meek are to hear the gospel, 


and be gathered from the four quarters of the earth. “Zion is to be | 


built up and made beantiful. Temples are to be reared, and all — 
— made ready for the coming of our Lord, for “ when the Lord . 
shall build up Zion, He shall appear in His glory.” We have many 
ordinances to attend to which pertain to our own salvation, anf@jaiiso 
ip the salvation of our dead, which we cannet attend to in dur scat- 
condition. The God of our fathers has sought from the — 
ning to have his people by themselves, separated from the wicked, 
and by themselves He will have them, as the scriptures abundantly 
testify. And as Saints of the most High, and as individuals, let us 
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search our own hearts, and see-that all is right within our own 
breasts. Let us consider that the gospel which we have embraced 
is a living principle, and having considered this, let us ask ourselves 
if we are living in strict eonformity to that council which is given to 
us from time to time; or are we giving strict heed to the council of 
those whom God in his wisdom has appointed to watch over and ad- 
’ vise us. Again is all right within our own dwellings—is all peace 
and quietness between husbands and wives, and between parents and 
children. Have our persons, our houses and our all been dedicated 
to the Lord: are we strict to remember our prayers both morning 
and evening; or as Saints, as branches, or as a people upon this land, 
are we sffictly united among ourselves; are there no divisions, no 
strife, no evil.speaking nor contentions amongst us; do we continu- 
ally uphold by obedience these placed over us whose instructions 
have made our hearts to rejoice, if so, brethren, you are a blessed 
people ; and by thus continuing you will be blessed when you lay 
down and when you rise up, when you go out and when you come in, 
yes, all things will prosper in your hands, and no good will te with- 
held from you ; and altho’ the wicked may wrest from you for a time 
you will have restored to you again four fold; and brethren and saints, 
as you esteem me your friend, and as yon love this cause, let me ex- 
hort you to-continue by your united faith, and by every reasonable 
exertion, and every faculty of your souls, to sustain and uphold the 
man who has the watch care over you; I refer to oursfeloved Presi- 
dent Farnham; you have beheld with me his untiriff~® zeal for the 
cause of truth, and have witnessed his ceaseless exertions to build up 
and make honorable the cause of God upon thisland. Brethren, 
nerve yourselves up to the work, and assist allin your power to bear 
the burthen, and God will blgss you. In as much as you sustain that 
man you sustain and honor those who have sent him, and you also 
honor that God who has ordained that- man being clothed upon 
with the authority of the Holy Priesthood, shall labor for the salvation 
of his fellow man here upon this earth. Brethren, I write not. thus 
because you have not been. properly instructed in these things, but 
rather, if possible, that | may stimulate you to a renewal of your 
exertions to assist-in rolling forth the. great work which has com- 
menced and is taking deep root upon this land. The Saints in Aus- 
* tralia have constantly set before them almost every inducement to 
sin; but, brethren, shun the evil as you-would the fire, as you regard 
the salvation of your souls touch not, taste not, handle not that which . 
will bring remorse or cause the spirit of God to withdraw, but be 
eertaip that you keep His spirit in your bosoms, that you may become 
mighty in the work of the Lord. To those from ob tad the hand of 
fellowship has been withdrawn, I would say forsake your sins without 
delay, and return and do your first work, renew your covenants before 
the Lord, and when you have renewed them keep them. 

‘ , Po those who have not as yet received the gospel, into whose hands 
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this may chance to fall, allow me the privilege of saying to you that 
the Elders of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints are 
not your common enemies as you may perchance have supposed; 
we have not left our peaceful homes to travel to the remotest parts of 
the earth, and’face the frowns and calumny of a wicked unbelieving - 
world, out of any other than the purest of motives. No, kind sirs, 
God has sent us to you with a message of eternal truth, and altho you, 
together with all your neighbours, close your doors against us, the 
message will be nevertheless true and binding upon you. That 
being who onee came to this earth and offered-up his life to redeem 
man from the effects of the fall, and opened up a way by which he 
may be brought back into the presence of his Creator, has ordained 
and decreed that you and I shalt obey His word, in order that we may 
be redeemed from our actual transgressions, and have claim to a part 
in the first resurrection, or a right te the tree of life, and enter in 
through the gate into the city, to dwell eternally with the Saints, or 
Church of the first born. The things necessary to be complied with 
on our part are, 1st., that we believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, the 
fruits of a correct faith being obedience: 2nd., that we repent of and 
forsake our sins: 3rd,, that we be baptised, that is buried in the 
water by some one having authority from Ged, for the remission of 
our sins, and 4th. receive the laying on of hands for the gift of the 
Holy Ghost. See Luke 24, 47; Acts 2,38; Jolin 3,5; Mark 16,16) - 
20 ; see also Acts 8,17, De. 19, 6; Heb. 6,2; Gal. 1, 8 And-Enow, 
to close these few lines, bear my testimony to all into whose hands 
this may come, that God the Eternal Father has set to His hand for 
thelast time to prune the earth, and that He has revealed: a message 
of His will te man, even the fulness of the everlasting Gospel, by the . 
administration of an Holy Angel ;' which gospel is for a witness unto 
all people that the end, or the hour of God’s judgment is at hand, see 
Rey. 14 ch. 7 v.~ And all men, without one exception, are called upon 
to repent of all their former transgressions and dead ‘forms, and obey 
the Goapel and flee out from the-midst of the wieked, as the Prophet 
has said, “‘ come out of her my peopl, that ye be not partakers of her 
sins, and-that ye receive not of her plagues.” 

_ And T now. bid-you farewell, hoping that you will he wise, and 
search the seriptures with a prayerful heart, and seek unto the Lord. 
with uprightness of soul, which if you will do, with a fixed determi- 
nation to do His will when you have learned it, you shall know that 
the record which I have borne is true. | | 


With sentiments of esteem and kind regard, 
Permit me to subscribe myself, 
Your ever faithful Friend and Servant, 


In the cause of truth, 
WILLIAM HYDE. 
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A REPLY TO THE “CHRISTIAN HERALD” ON 'FHE PLU- 
RALITY OF WIVES. 
(Continued from page 67.) 


They not only receive no vissions, but actually condemn the servant 
and church of the Most High, that is founded on the New Revela- 
tion, not receiving revelation themselves nor giving heed to that 
which is given to others, in their day, their minds are filled with 
“Gross Darkness,” so that they are blind leaders of the blind, and 
such as depend upon them will fall into the ditch with them. 

We have nowshown from evidence that cannot be gainsayed by the 
scriptures of divine truth, that resurrected Abraham is a polygamist, 
having his two wives Sarah and Keturah. The secterian who can admit 
him to possess two, will be unable to show any reason why he should 
not have Hagar and his concubines also. The same law which gives 
Abraham his wives in the resurrection will give Jacob and ethers 
theirs also. 

From the foregoing remarks it will be quite plain that the righteous 
in the resurrection will be entitled to all the wives that have been 
a“? to them by the Lord in this life. Now the Bible believer will 

able to see, by a reference to the case of Abraham with his two 
wives, Sarah and Keturah, that it is possible for a man to have only 
one wife at a time, and yet be entitled to wo or more in the resur- 
rection. ‘Will not the Judge of all the earth do right.” 

We might now refer to the sentence of “ the twain shall be one 
flesh,” and show how Abraham was as much one flesh with Keturah 
as he was with Sarah: and how Jacob was as much one flesh with 
Leah, Biluh and Zilpah, as he was with Rachael, but this does not 
at present so much belong to our subject as the fact whether the 
Bible, Old and New Testament, warrants a person to have more 
wives than one, but a very favourable opportunity will occur of doing 
this when we come to examine the sophistical article of the “Christian 
Herald ” headed “ Law of Marriage.” The “Christian Herald” next 
says that— Ave 
= of the world; and wherever the law of Christ is obeyed, domestic peace 

ppiness exist; children are to love and serve God, and society enjoys the blessing 
of temperance and chastity. 

The law of Christ referred to. by thet “ Christian Herald” must 
doubtless be the Law of Marriage, for it is of this he is writing, not 
only so but “ domestic compact” is the first order of all social or- 
ganization, and must even antecede all cival government, and con- 
tribute much to the genius and character of the same. It is the basis 
upon which every superstructure of society must be reared. If the 
intercourse of the sexes is not regulated in wisdom and purity the 
result will be that cvery consequent branch of society will be viciated 
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thereby. Ifthe tree is good the fruit will be also good. A ~ 
fountain will not send forth bitter streams. A fig tree will not bear 
thistles. Our dispute with the “ Christian Herald” is not as to the 
fruits of the law of Christ, but whether Monogamy,( ‘the one wife sys- 
tem.) or plurality under the sanction and guidance of God, is that lave. - 

If modern Christendom in any given section thereof, or in its more 

neral, yet much more complex, iron and clay mixed feature, be 

HE CHURCH OF CHRIST, it will possess and practice the LAW of 
Christ. And its fruits will be manifest, fornication and pny fis 
be punished by nothing less than death: domestic peace and happi- 
ness will exist—children will, yea they must love and serve God. 
Sueh a society will enjoy the blessing of temperance and CHASTI- 
TY. 
Now we are ready to admit that wherever the above named fruits . 
exist there the law of Christ is practiced. If they are found in con- 
nexion with the one wife system we will admit that Christendom is 
right, but if we should prove it to be entirely destitute of the fruits it 
will also prove that they have not the law of Christ. 

A distinguished author writes, “What is more amiable and plea- 
sant than those pure, innocent, endearing affection, which Ged has’ 

aced in the hearts of the man and woman, who are united together 
in lawful matrimony? With a love and confidence pure as the 
love of God, because it springs from him and is his gift, with bodies 
chaste and virtuous and an off-spring, lovely, healthy, innocent and un- — 
contaminated ; confiding in each other, they live together in the fear 
of God, enjoying nature’s gifts uncorrupted and undefiled as the driven 
snow, or the crystal stream. 

ee and purity are things of the greatest importance to the 
world. 

The legislators of all civilized nations have seen the necessity of 
sustaining these things, and consequently have passed, generally 
very rigid laws for the protection of temale virtue, and the support of 
the marriage contract. Hence Acts have been passed and enforced, 
disinheriting those who were not bornin wedlock. This in some in- 
stances has produced a salutary effect. Ministers of the various 
churches have used their influence, in a m in support of 
virtuous principles. These have had their effect in assis to 
stem the torrent of iniquity. But as the nations themselves have 
forsaken God, how can they expect to stop this crying evil; for the 
very legislators who pass these laws are in many instances guilty 
themselves ; and when kings, princes, and rulers corrupt themsely 
how can they expect the people to be pure; for no matter how rigi 
the law may be, corrupt persons will always find means to evade it. 
And indeed, so far have these abominations gone, that it seems to be 
an admitted fact, that these things cannot be controlled ; and although 
there are laws relative to matrimonial alliances, yet there are some 
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nations, called Christians who actually give license to prostitution, 
and all the degradation and misery associated ‘with it. ‘Nor “are 
these things connected with the lower ranks of life only ; wantoritiess 
and voluptuousness go hand in hand, and revel unchecked. in courts, 
among the nobles ail kings of the earth. The statesman, the poli- 
tician, and the merchant, the mechanic and’ the laborer have all eor- 
rupted themselves. The world is full of adultry, intrigues, fornica- 
tion, and abominations. Let any one go to the masked ball in the 
principal theatres in Paris, and he will see thousands of people of 


both ‘sexes, impudently, shamelessly, and unblushingly, manifestin 


their lewed dispositions. Indeed, debauch and wantonness bear fill 
sway, not to speak of the dens of abominations that exist elsewhere. 
London abounds ‘with unfortunate beings, led on by example, se- 
duction, and misery, to their fallen, degraded condition.* The same 
thing exists throughout England, France, the United States,‘and all 
nations. Hence milfions of youth corrupt themselves, engender the 
most loathsome disease, and curse their posterity with their sin, who 
in their turn, rise up and tread in the corrupt steps of their fathers. 
Not to say anything of the thousands of lovely beings whom God de- 
signed for the companion “of. man in time and in eternity, and for. 
raising a pure off spring who arc corrupted, degraded, poluted, fallen, 
or ‘miserable wretches; outcasts of society, insulted, oppresed, dis- 
pised and abused, dragging out a miserable existence ; led on from 
one degree of degradation to another, till death, as a friend closes 
their wretched career, and yet without hope. Thus, man that was 
made pure, in the image of his maker, that could stand proudly erect 
as the representative of God, pure and uncontaminated, is debased, 
fallen, corrupted, diseased, and sunk below the brute ereation, a ¢rea- 
ture of lust and passion, and a slave to unbridled appetites.— 
Taylor’s Government of God. | | 
uch as are not willing to receive the testimony of the above author, 
because he is an Apostle of the Lord, standing on the earth in these 
days ; can refer to the statistics of the different nations, with the re- 
ports of the various enquiries and commissions that have been instituted 
relative to the social and moral condition of mankind: if this should 


prove to ardfous an undertaking, they can look in the newspaper re- 


ports, from which they ‘will learn that fornication, adultery, and in- 


_ temperance in all their heniously degrading aspects; with a shameless, — 


boldness, stalk forth at the meridian of day. 

This social organization is the stream which flows from .the first 
erder, domestic compacts, or the laws regulating the intercourse of 
the sexes. As the ‘stream ‘is corrupt, the fountain must be corrupt 
also. ‘he fruit being bad the tree that bears it must be bad 
also. So that according to the rule laid down hy the “Christian 
Herald,” Christendom has not got the Law of Christ, for it not 
only, does not possess the fruits thereof, but actually bears fruit. 


-# In London alone it is said, there are 80,000 of these degraded women. 
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as | te thereto as darkness is to light. -Perhaps ihe reader 
may be ready to inquire, if monogamy be not the law of Chririst; | 
how has it: bécome incorporated with the christian system, and handed 
down from age to age, until it has reached our day with all the weight 
and authority that antiquity can impart. 

Our answer is that in the early Christian Church, wicked and de- 
signing men crept in unawares, who turned the grace of God into 
lasciviousness, incorporating with the religion of Jesus, the frites 
and ceremonies of heathenism, this induced the great and influential 
to identify themselves with it, who again lent their influencé in mould+ 
ing it te the social feeling and condition of the nation or empire, -with 
which it became more immediately identified. That nation or empire 
was Rome, wherein was concentrated power and authority over the 
. christian world; so that if she changed the marriage laws of Christ, to 
suit the social feeling and condition of that people, that changed law 
would be binding on ail that were. subject to her authority ; process of 
time would gtve it an apparent identification with the system, and con- 
tinued from age to age, it would possess an apparent weight and au- 
thority, that gould not be resisted otherwise than by a direct revelation / 
from caven | 

That she ged the ordinance of baptism, she tacitly admits, — 
and that she has changed the law regulating the condition of the 
priests, is proelaimed by all Protestants, not to mention other innova- 
tions and changes that she has made. Now if itis right to receive her 
own testimony, and that of history in relation to these matters, it 
is not right to-weject the like testimony in relation'to any change that 
may have been made in the laws of marriage. | 

We have sufficiently proved from the scriptures, that the marriage 
law of Christjrecognized a plurality of wives: this itself should be es- 
teemed sufficiént evidence, that, that law has been changed, yet we 
feel. to add one testimony more from history, that christendom and 
especially the protestant portion thereof, may know from whence 
sprung their one wife system with all its evils. | 

“ Monogamy, or single marriage, (that: is marriage to one wife’at 
once,) is aw old Roman practice, adopted by the Roman church, and. 
thus introduced unto christendom. 

No Roman was allowed to have two wives at once, but was liable 
‘o be punished for ey Marc Anthony was the first Roman who 
had two wives; Julius Cesar attempted to have a law. passed in 
favour of polygamy,: buf codfd not effect it. 


The early christians so naturally adopted this habit of Roman re, 2 e 


are apt to:ascribe the monogamy of the western 
world to christianity; but this isa mistake. | There is no evidence of 
_it either in scripture or history. 

Nay, it is a well known faet that-concubinage was sanctioned by 
the early church.—See Binnham’s Antiquities, Book xvi. c. 


are to be found among the Saints, who 


_ Saints is an evidence 


| 


We shall now proceed to show that tlie fruits of the La rist 
@eive and practice 4 plurali- 
ty of wives, under the counsel and directi of the Lord, just as the, 
And in the first place we would remin@@e reader, that the saints 
are the only people who receive and pra@icé the Law of the Lord ; 
ch is nothing lees than 


in relation to fornication and adultery, 
death. Thus do the saints put away iniquity. : a) 
We shall now introduce witnesses to testify of the social and -morat- 
conditions of the saints. As these witnesses are. not Mormons, they 
cannot be considered partial. The first evidence we shall introduce 
is that of a Methodist Preacher of the name of Prior, who visited Nau« 
voo, in 1843, he writes, “I sought in-vain for anything that bore the 
marks of immorality,;but was both astonished and pleased at my ill | 
success. I could see no loungers about the s nor any drunkards 
about the taverns. I did not m@gs with those distorted features of 
raffians, or with the ill-bred and Timpudent. I heard not an oath in 
the place, I saw not a gloomy e@untenance Page were polite, 


and industrious.” o/ Morm re 120. 
An Englishman thus writes, “ Peace and harmog gns in this 
city. The drunkard is.scareely ever seen, as in ties, neither 


awful imprecation or profane oath strike upon your ear ; 
m. all is storm and tempest, and confusion abroad respecting 


eas 
but 


the Mortons all is peace and harmony 

this sport, (the driving of the cattle across ver a freshe 
at the ferry side, I never heard an oath, or the of a quarrel, 
or knew it provoke the least sign of ill feeling.”—Ibid 207. - - 

A correspondent of the “New York Tribune, 
Great-Sait Lake City, states, “In their religion, ( aj 
seem charitable, devoted, and sincere ; in their bold, daring 
and determined ; in their domestic circle, quiet, iggat 

We would also request the reader to refer to S "s re 
published in the first number of the Watchman, also to Ju 
report published in the last issue ; in these reports they will find the 
proceeding testimony fully corroborated. aa 

If a tree is to be judged by its fruits, the Saints must have the 
Law of Christ. If the purity of the stream is an evidence that the 
fountain ig also pure ; then the social and moral condition of the 

that their laws, ing the intercourse of the 

sexes are pure, and — pure, they mustbe from God. 

The ** ian H ” states in reference to the necessity for a 
plurality of wives, for the purpose of attaining unto the blessings 
of Abraham, “ that aplurality ves must necessarily prevent the 
increase of population. How h . it is fomthe learned of this world to 
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ciate the laws and ordinances of the*Lord. Angels cannot, 

minister to men openly, the Apostleship cannes be Batpism 

i oo cannot remit sins, the Holy Ghost cannot be given by the laying on 
of hands; and although the Lord has most positively declared, that 

“ seven women shall take hold of one man, saying, we will eat our 

own bread, and wear our own apparel: only let us be called by thy 

name, to take away our reproach: and also that in the day that this 

shall take place, “the brance of the Lord shall be glorious.” (Isaigh 4.) 

That which will make the branch of the Lord glorious, will be the ade- 

uacy of the laws and ordinances, for attaining the oe ce viz. 

the populating the earth with a Godly seed. Why do these men who 

are constantly crying, the Bible, the Bible, the only rule of faith, 

| Bible as plainly declares, as it is possible to be 
declared. . 


reject that which the 

How evident it is, to the real bible believer, that God’s ways are 
not man’s ways, nor his t ts man’s thoughts. 
_ Are tle learned of this world ignorant of the fact, that for man to 


usurp the blessings, and privileges of the children of God, only brings 
up®n him ter condemnation. 
Now as children are gracious gifts from God ; women through whom 


children af obtained, must also be the gift of God. This being the 
*, none have a right to women save such as are approved of by the 


‘ We will conclude this article with the following extract from the 


_ The object of marriage, as has been abundantly proved, is to multiply 
the human gpecies, and instruct them in every principle of righteousness, 
that they may become like God, and be one with Him, and inherit all the 
fulness of his glory. This being the real object of marriage, @ question 
naturally-arises, have the wicked the same right to the blessings of a nu- 
merous posterity, under this divine institution, as the righteous? We an- 
swer, that they have not.. And we shall now proceed to show from the 
Scriptures that the Lord has made a great distinction in regard to. this 
thing between the wicked and the righteous. | : asp 
First, We have no example of the wicked ever being married by Divine 
authority,;, Where have we an instance of this kind ? We have abundances 
of instances where the wicked have been married; but were these mas- 
. Tiages by divine appointment? Were a together of God: ? Were 
the ministers who officiated directed by revelation to join them as 
one flesh Wo shave tap instance of the kind in tho 
true, the Scriptures tolerate such a practice, the same as God: has tole 
the illegal marriages during the last seventeen centuries, and the: 
He tolerated the law of divorce among the Israelites, beeause of the hard- 
ness of their hearts. He has suffered the wicked to marry, secording to 
human laws and human autherity, in order thgt mankind might. not become 
_ extinct, the-same as he suffered the children of Jacob to sell their younger 
brother to the Ishmaelites, in order that they might not become extinet by 


> 


the famine. There are’many things that God permits because of thie-hard- 
ness of the hearts of mankind, that they willbe condemned for in the day 
of judgment. Joseph’s brethren were condemned for their acts, but God 
caused ‘good to result therefrom ; this, however, did not clear them from 
their guilt. So it is in regard to those who have ‘ventured to, marry with. — 
out divine authority: God will cause good to result from the same in the 
presérvation of the human species upon the earth, but the nations of the 
wickcd who have'thms violated that divine institution Will be cast into hell, 
and will lose the blessings and privileges of the righteous who have marti¢d 
by divine authority: Therefore, the fact that God ‘does not ‘join the wicked 
in marriage is an‘évidenée that they have not the same privileges ds the 
righteous in this holy matrimonial ordinance. | 
Secondly, Why does not God approbate the marriages of the wicked 
equally with the righteous? Because by their wickedness they not only 
bring damnation upon themselves, but upon their children also. The éhil- 
dren, seeing the wicked practices of their parents, would be vVéry likely to 
follow their evil footsteys. We see this most abindantly exemplified, not 
only in wicked famihes, but among wicked nations. The nations who 
formerly inhabitec the land of Canaan were unworthy of the ordinance of 
marriage or Of posterity, because their children beheld the wicked examples 
of their parents, and became worse and worse, until their iniquity was full, 
when 'the Lord, in order to put a stop to their unlawful marriages, and the 
multiplication of evil doers, was compelled to destroy husbands, and wives, 
and chilfren, to the numberof many millions. Hear what the Lord said 
to the children of Israel concerning them—* But of the cities of these 
people, which ‘the Lord thy God doth give thee for an inheritan¢e, thou 
shalt save alive nothing that breatheth, but thou shalt utterly destroy. them ; 
namely, the Hittites, and the Amorites, the Canaarites, and the Perizzites, 
the Hivites, and the Jebusites, as the Lord thy God hath commanded thee ; 
that they teach you not to do after all their abominations which they have 


| done unto. their:gods ; so should ye sin against the Lord your God.”’ (Deut. 
| xx. 16, 17, 18.) When Abram first ¢ame into thut land, the Lord told 
| him that their iniquity was “not yet full.” (Gen. xv.) But some four or 


five centuries after this, through the evil practices of their fathers, thie chil- 


dren had become fully ripened in sin, and had filled up the measure of 
| their cup. And to prevent the earth from being overrun with this evil 
race, and corrupting Israel -with their abominable practices, it was necessary 

to utterly destroy every soul that breathed. Instead of the Lord’s consi- 


ing these nations fit to marry, ‘He did not consider them worthy to live, 


or their children either. Therefore He destroyed them, and gave the land 
| to his péople, and promised them, on condition of righteousness, that He © 


would ‘greatly bless their land, and increase their flocks and herds, and their 
riches arid substance. “Moses said unto thém, ‘‘ The Lord shall make thee 
phenteouis’in' goods, in the fruit of thy body, and in the fruit of thy cattle, 
and in the fruit of thy pround, in the land which the Lord sware unto thy 
fathers to give thee.” (Deut. xxviii. 11.) | : | 

Israel, then,’ because Of righteousness, was considered worthy to be 
blessed with an increase of children, to be multiplied exceedingly, and be- 
come as the sands upon the sea shore innumerable; but'they were consi- 
dered worthy of this blessing only on conditions of righteousness ; for, if* 
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they turned away from the Lord, they would be no better qualified to save 
their children than other nations. Shotild they forsake puoousaces, Moses 
said that they also should be visited with every kin of plague and curse; 
and amorig other ¢alamities he says,—‘ Ye shall be left few in number, 
whereas ‘ye were as the stars of heaven for multitude. . . And it shall 
come to pass, that as the Lord rejoiced over you to do you good, and to 
multiply you, so the Lord will rejoice over. you to destroy you, and to bring 
you'to nought.” (Deut. xxViii. 62, 63.) Here, then, we see that it is a 
cause of réjoicing with the Lord to multiply the righteous, and to diminish 
the wicked. “Multiplication, therefore; was originally only designed for the 
righteous; but the wicked have presumed to take this blessing to them- 
selves, and have thus been the instruments of bringing hundreds of millions 
into the world which God is obliged from time to time to cut off and send 
to hell, in order that the world may not be brought wholly under their 
-domiriion, and the curse‘devour the whole earth, as in the days of Noah, 

Theangels who kept not their first estate are riot permitted to multiply. 
Why? Because of their wickedness. — this privilege, they would 
teach their offspring the same wicked, icious principles by which they 
themselves are governed. They would teach them to fight against God, and 
against everything else that was good, and great, and glorious. This would 
not only make their offspring miserable, but it would greatly enlarge the 
dominions of darkness; and fo prevent all these great calamities and evils, 
God has wisely ordained to withhold marriage and inerease of posterity en- 
tirely from them. 

God is angry and displeased with wicked men and nations, as well as 
with the fallen angels ; and, though he suffers them to marry and to- mul- 
tiply, yet He.will bring them to judgment for these things, and will punish 

them for bringing posterity in all their corruption and wickedness. He will 
punish them with a double punishment, not only for their own evil deeds, 
but because they have taught their children the same. Their children must 
suffer as well as they, because their parents ventured to marry in un- 
_ Tighteousness. They and their children in all their generations are. pre- 
paring themselves for the society of the fallen angels ; and with them they 
will dwell, and, like them, they will be placed in a condition where they 
can no more be permitted to multiply. Having once married in unrighteous- 
ness, and brought eternal ruin and misery upon their seed, the Lord will no 
longer suffer them to enlarge their dominions of wiokedness, and entail un- 
happiness.and wretchedness upon immertal souls. They have forfeited all 
me on wives or the law of increase, by their abuses of these things here in 
ls life. 

When Noah and his sons-were building the ark, all the nations of 
earth were marrying and giving in marriage; but their marriages were all 
illegal, and they only multiplied their posterity to be cut effand to perish 
out of the earth. God did not sanction their marriages, neither was He 
pleased with them or their children. Noah and his sons were the only 
persons worthy of wives or children; they alone had a divine right to 
marry; and they alone had any legal tlaim on the Lord in behalf of their 
children. The most ef the people in the days of the patriarchs had turned 
away from the true God to the worship of idols ; consequently, the lages > 
ofall such were unauthorized, and their illegitimate children were multiplied 
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upon the earth, to curse the earth with the idolatry of their fathers. David - 
says that “‘ the wicked shall be turned into hell, and all the nations that 
forget God." Can we, then, for one moment suppose that God is pleased 
with the multiplication of the wicked? Does it please God to have the 
wicked marry, when, in so doing, they must only multiply the number who 
must be cast into hell? Far be it from us to impute such wickedness to 
God.-. That which God requires of the wicked, in the first place, is to re- 
pent and become righteous, and then to marry and multiply a righteous 
posterity upon the earth ; and if they will not do this, it would be far more 
tolerable for them in the day of judgment if they would remain unmarried, 
for then they alone would suffer; but to be the instruments of bringing 
their own children to eternal ruin will greatly add to their torments. Who 
can, then, for one moment believe that the wicked have equal privileges 
with the righteous in the divine institution of marriage? Who can, with 
the Word of God before them, believe the wicked ought to multiply upon 
the earth, and raise uy candidates for «he devil’s kingdom? No person can 
believe this who believes the Bible. 

Hear what the prophet Isaiah says concerning the children of the 
wicked : he declares—‘‘ The seed of evildoers shall never be renowned. 
Prepare slaughter for his children, for the iniquity of their fathers; that 
they do not rise, nor ss the land, nor fill the face of the world with 
cities.” (Isa. xiv. 20,21.) Now, would it not be far better for them not 
to marry, than to be the means of bringing both temporal and eternal judg- 
ments upon their children? .God is certainly not pleased with their increase, 
or else He would not prepare slaughter for their children to prevent them 
from filling the world with cities; if He were pleased with their increase, 
the more cities they filled the better. ; 

The Psalmist, in speaking of both the righteous and the wicked, says— 
“Such as be blessed of Him shall inherit the earth; and they that be 
‘cursed of Him shall be cut off.” And again he says—“ He (the righteous) 
is ever merciful and lendeth, and his seed is blessed. Depart from evil 
and do good, and dwell for evermore. For the Lord loveth judgment, and 
forsaketh not his saints; they are preserved for ever, but the seed of the 
wicked shall be cut off. The righteous shall inherit the land, and dwell 
therein for ever.”” (Ps. xxxvii.) Thus we can see what the design of the 
Lord.is in regard to the seed of the wicked—they are to utterly perish out 
of the earth. Not so with the righteous: God has promised that they shall 
not only inherit the earth in this life, but they shall ‘ dwell therein for 
ever.” 
_ In a former part of this Treatise it was shown that adulterers forfeited 

their lives in ancient times. The reason was, because they were not consi- 
dered worthy of wives or children to perpetuate their names among the 
righteous ; and, being unworthy of these blessings, they were unworthy of 
life: hence they were commanded to be destroyed, that they might not 
transfer their wicked examples -to a rising generation. And God was so 
displeased with adulterers, that he prohibited their posterity from the en.. 
joyment of the blessings of his people. Hence it is said, ‘“‘ A bastard 
shall not enter into the congregation of the Lord: even to his tenth 
generation shall he not enter into the congregation of the Lord.” (Deut. 
xxiii, 2.) | 
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The Jews, as a nation, were adulterers when Christianity was introduced 
among them. Jesus calls them an “ adulterous generation.” Consequently — 
they had forfeited all right and title to raise up seed unto Abraham. They 
pretended to be Abraham’s seed, but they had forfeited that title by their 
wickedness and adulteries. Therefore ‘‘ Jesus’ saith unto them, if ye were 
Abraham’s children, ye would do the works of Abraham. . . Ye are 
of your father, the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do.” (John 
viii. 33, 39, 44.) Being children of the devil, they had forfeited all right 
to the divine institution of marriage. Instead of its being pleasing to 
for them to pretend to be Abraham’s children, and to multiply and spread 
forth their posterity, Jesus said unto them, “ Daughters of Jerusalem, w 
not for me, but weep for yourselves, and for your children. For behold, 
the days are coming in the which they shall say, Blessed are the barren, 
and the wombs that never bare, and the paps that never gave suck. Then 
shall they begin to say to the mountains, fall on us; and to the hills, cover 
us.” (Luke xxiii. 28, 29, 30.) They had forfeited the blessings of wives 
and children, and even of life itself, because they were an “ adulterous ge- 
neration,” and full of all manner of wickedness. God would sooner of 
the very ‘stones raise up children unto Abraham,” than have such wicked 
characters undertake to marry and multiply. Who, then, cannot perceive 
‘that God makes a very great distinction between the wicked and the 
righteous in regard to marriage and the multiplication of the human species ? 
Those blessings were originally intended for the righteous, and for the 
righteous only; but the wicked have stepped forward to their own con- 
demnation, and claimed the privileges of the righteous, bringing temporal 
and eternal judgments upon their generations. Hence, that which is a 
blessing to the righteous will prove a cursing to the wicked. The ark of 
God, while it remained among the righteous, brought blessings, and glory, 
and honour, and great joy ; but when it was taken by the Philistines, who 
had no business with it, it brought cursing, and plague, and desolation, and 
death upon their numerous hosts. So will God punish the wicked for 
daring to claim a divine institution, which was only intended for the 
righteous. 8. Ed. 


GENERAL INTELLIGENCE. 


THE time is close at hand when another company of saints will 
leave this land, in the fine new barque Julia Ann, Captain Davis. 
Mr. Bond, of California, owner of the vessel, will accompany them. 
They will sail from Newcastle, bound for San Pedro. The com- 
pany is under the charge of Filder William Hyde, who during the 
a year has laboured faithfully, diligently, and perseveringly, in 
the Hunter River district. His labours have been blessed; many’ 
have obeyed the Gospel, and are gathering with him. 
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Tle goes hence with the full confidence. and approbation of 
true saints; and we fee] to assure him that their prayers will con- 
stantly ascend to our Father in. Heayen for his protection and 
guidance over sea and land, and that he may returp safe to the bo- 
som of his family.and.friends,in Zion. 

The compahy is from, the Hunter River district. | They 
consists mostly of farmers. and. their families. They. are of respect- 
able connexions, possessing firm, good, and obedient spirits. They 
number 63 souls. | 
- To all-the faithful saints who remain we say, Brethren, as much 
as. you can, prepare to follow in the uext company, which. will start 
about twelve months hence. 

- Brethren and sisters, our first duty is to obey the Gospel; then 
to gather with the saints to the larfd which, by the counsels of eter- 
nity and the eae of the Holy Priesthood, has been dedicated 
for the upbuilding of the kingdom of God in the last days, on which 
Zion on the sides of the north is to be erected, from whence will 
proceed the law of the Lord, by which law the. saints will have to 
regulate their lives, in order, to -attgin unto their blessings and 
privileges. | On Ziou the, glory of the Lord shall-rest. His 
Spirit shall make her sons mighty.. Withia her preciacts shall be 
safety ; and those,who will not flee.to. Zion. will have, to take. up 
sword against their:brother. It is expressly written that in Zton 
shall be deliverance. 3 

Weare determined to the utmost of our-powerto. push the saints 
to Zion. Our counsel to one and all is to flee to the home of the saints 
before the destroyer is let loose upon this land, for there is a day of 
darkness, distress, and perplexity awaiting this people. Our prayer 
is, that the Lord may ‘stay his hand until the honest in heart are 
gathered out. wi 

~ We would particularly request the attention of the saints and the 
public to Elder Wm. Hyde's farewell address.—Ep. 


Tur Hvue-anp-Cry ; OR; WHERE ARE THE FALSE PROPHETSAND Ly- 
ING SPIRITS THAT ARE DECELVING THE NATIONS. 


It is srhoalshing how the mass of mankind, endowed with power and. 
capacity to think and act for themselves, are dependant upon others. 
for the formation of their opinions and the direction of their actions. 
They depend upon frait and erring humanity, possessing the like. 
powers, capacities, and passions with themselves, who make no 
professions to the inspiration of the Almighty, but merely declare 
their opinions as men simply claiming a superiority on account of 
education or position in society. | 3 

But it is in the religious character of the world that this servileness 
of the human mind to merely human dictation is pre-eminently mani- 
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fested. ‘Does a question arise in arise in relation to either shies doctrine, 
praetice, or discipline, the Fathers, Councils, or Parlia- 
ment are 60 © not pay res to the aforenamed 
authorities, are equally as indefatagable in enquiries of eminent 
modern Devines 

But suchas do take,so much trouble are-few.  T The- general dispo- 
sition of men being to select their creed in the same way andéfer the 
same reasons that they'do their names, because it was their father’s. 
_And however-they might be interrogated as to their reasons fér being 
what they are, their answer would be equivalent to my Father was so 
before.me, not. giving heed. to the-deelaration. Writ, “that 

every man must. give an aceount for himself; n athers, Coun- 
cils, Parliament, oF or Modern Devines. for him, himectf to aecount for 
the blessings, privileges, light and knowledge given or offered to him 
in his day and generation. It is this servileness of the human mind 
to merely human authority or dictation that has in all ages caused 
the excitement. that has always taken-place in. the-popular mind upon 
= An. ca imnovation upon the opinions, laws or customs of the 

athers 

This generation, possessing as it'\doeg.a more extensive acquaint- 
ance with the sciences, greater facilities for communicating knowledge 
and a more géneral and improved education, it’ woul ‘naturally be 
expected that the public mind would be less. biased by: human in- 
fluences: upon any subject that might. be presented before it. But 
alas for fallen, frail, erring humanity, with all its hoasted light, | know- 
ledge; and professed liberality, it is found to, be. as servile, degraded, 
and captive-led as ever it-was in the days. of Noah, Moses, the 
Prophets, or Christ and_ his Apostles. if it be asked where ™# the 
foundation for such an assertion in these days, we. answer in. the 
History of the Church of Jesus Christ of Lat Saints. 

Were you to ask the Priests of Christendom why they condemn the 
said church, their answer, when driven — would be, do you think 
the Lord would allow the world, and espe the pious ion there- 
of, to remain in darkness until the illiterat —3 ( Joseph.) Smith ap-. 
peared, if would be a reflection apn His goodness. eS think so for 
one moment. Ask the same question to the reading, and in) some 

‘degree reflecting portion of the lay members, and ae would instantly 
cite a multitude of merely. human authoritiés, one would dieay, oar 
- ministers R. and nes "oh are men of education, ability and piety, de- 
clared that the Holy Ghost was never given by the laymg~-on of 


hendes another would say, that those acknowledged great minds, Y., 

& B. +» positively declared, that the power an rity: of the a apos- 
tleship was only confered upon those by Ohrict: and that it. 
never was intended, that, that power , ‘or the gift of the spirit 


should be perpetuated, do you think + 
ood men, who are so pious; so enan and so charitable, i in the dark 


at the Lord would leave such ~ 


